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· For many people the way they think about the world is influenced by their religion eg Christians try to live good lives because that is what Jesus said you should do.
· But what about people who don’t believe in any religion? how is their view of the world shaped? One such world view or Philosophy is called Humanism.
· Modern day HUMANISTS believe that their is no such thing as God. They believe that ‘their is nothing higher or other than human existence’. They believe that the human person has everything they need inside them to live a good and dignified life. There is no need for a God.
· Humanists never debate whether or not God exists - they simply believe that God does not exist.
· Religious people turn to God to try and find answers to the great questions in life, why are we here? where did we come fr[image: image1][image: image2.jpg]
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om etc. Humanists do not - they look at these questions from a scientific basis.
· They do not believe in life after death - they do not believe in a Higher Power.
· Often Humanists are associated with the phrase ‘FREE THINKING’
· Humanism can be traced back for centuries. Ancient Greece, Rome, Medieval Europe all had Humanist thinkers. It really took off in between the 14th and 16th Centuries during the time of the Renaissance. 
· During this time there were many challenges to the traditional way of thinking and people to place importance on human intellect. During this time the strong religious views of many were challenged.
We will be looking at 3 Humanists:

Desiderius                           Karl                                Albert

Erasmus                             Marx                               Camus
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